
          LAUGHTER FOR LITERA CY ANNU AL FUNDRAISER
                 Bring family and friends to enjoy an evening of scrumptious desserts and theatre on Saturday, 
November 8 at our delightful annual FUNdraiser. The improvisational comedy troupe of Greenroom Productions 
will perform two shows, one at 7:00 p.m. and one at 9:00 p.m.  Doors open 15 minutes prior to each show, 
and guests can enjoy old-fashioned bake sale treats while they mingle. Tickets are $15 in advance and $10 for 
students, or $20 at the door. To purchase tickets, please visit our office or call 847-742-6565 today!

Can’t attend? Donations are always welcome, too: visit www.elginliteracy.org.
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UPCOMING TRAINING & EVENTS
October 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20 and 22 Evenings
Tutor Orientation and Training 
Bartlett Public Library
800 S. Bartlett Road, Bartlett, IL  60103

October 22 - 7 to 8 p.m.,  October 27 - 9 to 10 a.m.
Tutor In-Service: “Twenty-five Ways to Use a Picture File”
at the Gail Borden Public Library, 2nd flr. conference room
270 N. Grove Avenue, Elgin, IL  60120
Call (847) 742-6565 to register.

October 29, 30 and November 5, 6, 12, 13 and 19 Eves 
Tutor Orientation and Training 
Gail Borden Public Library

November 8 - 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.
Laughter for Literacy Fundraiser (DETAILS BELOW) 
Gail Borden Public Library

November 10 - 9:30 to 11:45 a.m.
Tutor In-Service Training
“Gaining Reading Fluency with Multi-syllable Words” 
Gail Borden Public Library
Call (847) 742-6565 to register.

January 5, 7, 13, 14, 19, 21, 26 Evenings
Tutor Orientation and Training 
Dundee Township Public Library
Dundee, IL  60118

February 7, 14, 21 and 28  Saturdays/Days
Tutor Orientation and Training 
Gail Borden Public Library

TUTOR-STUDENT RECOGNITION DINNER
AND ANNUAL MEETING

June’s Tutor-Student Recognition Dinner and Annual 
Meeting was a proud celebration of champions. Fashioned 
after the Olympics, with multicolored rings and flags from 
20 different nations, the event honored commitment and 
accomplishments tutors and students have made this year.

We saluted Chuck Fox for 20 years, Mary Todd for 15 
years and William Barnes for 10 years of tutoring. Several 
tutors and students also received 5-year pins or special 
recognition via written nominations from their peers. Thirty-six 
outstanding students also graduated from our program.

Our Board of Directors also appointed five new members, 
including Kevin 
Corry (Retired), 
Richard Robinson 
(Robinson Legal 
Services), 
Trinidad Rodriguez 
(Retired), Sandra 
Switzer (Judson 
University) and 
Carlos Trujillo
(Highland Elementary 
School).

Attendees line up to enjoy the annual international potluck dinner,
a feast of ! avor featuring guests’ favorite dishes. 



Adult ESL students participate in 
orientation and pre-testing at 

Carpentersville’s Golfview School. 
ESL groups resumed in August.

The Literacy Connection is 
recruiting volunteer tutors 

for one-on-one tutoring for adult 
ESL and basic reading students in 
the Carpentersville/Dundee area. 
Help spread the word. If a family 
member, friend or associate would 
like to help a neighbor read, write, 
speak or understand English better, 
he/she may be a perfect addition to 
our tutor program!

Write On, Students!

SPOTLIGHT ON CARPENTERSVILLE

I live in Hanover Park audet 
fivteen yere. I am from Egypt 
my city is Ciuro. I liked U.S.A. 
and poeple here is very nice. I am 
looking for jap loning time I can’t 
see beacus my English no much 
better. I naw I learn English my 

touder she’s very nice she teach my English we worr at 
the computer and e-mail now I am ready to work I don’t 
have any perblem.

by N.H.

When I wolk up today I call my Mother. We talk 
about what was going on the news. After that I cook 
me something to eat. I went to car wash and wash my 
car. From there I went home. By this time it was 3:45 
p.m. so I took a nap. 

by W.W.

My dream job is to have my own candy, cookie and 
pies and cakes, store and maybe ice cream. I remember 
when my Dad was a sale person on the job. Driving a 

meat truck. It was a lot of fun just hanging out with my 
Dad and meeting the customer and seeing how happy 
they were when they had put their order in for meat 
items. Now I am thinking the same way with my candy, 
cookies, and pies and cakes and ice cream. I get so 
happy when the customer likes what they see and taste 
it makes my day easy and happy. Plues have some one 
run the store in your family to make sure things get 
done the way you know the customer likes it and also 
yourself.

by L.C.

The roads are very rough this year and the side 
streets are rough. I hope that they fix them good this 
year but they do not have too much money in the state 
budget. My sister lives in Wausau Wis. she is older than 
me by two years.  I like to hunt turkeys they are smart 
birds. the tom turkey is a smart birds and pretty. I live in 
Kane Co on the west side of Elgin. I have two dogs and 
one cat two goats and a good wife.

by A.R.

Above:  Claudia Grieshaber explains testing paperwork and classroom policies to the new students in Carpentersville.



USE INTERESTING PICTURES
TO TEACH STUDENTS

Interesting and unusual pictures are 
an excellent way to have students 
use their imagination while learning 
how to write. Pull photos from 
magazines, for example, and discuss 
them with your student by asking 
the following questions:

1.   Can you 
describe the 
persons by: 
gender, age, 
color and type 
of hair, color of 
eyes, ethnicity, 
and body type.

2.   What is happening?

3.   Who are the people?

4.   Where are the people?

5.   Where are the people from?

6.   What is each person’s role? 

7.  What do the people do for a 
living?

14.  Is the picture funny? Why/why 
not?

Once you have discussed the 
picture, have the student use a web 
graphic organizer to write down 
the pertinent information. Then, 
have the student write information 
appropriate for their level.

CONGRATULATIONS 
NEW TUTORS!

TUTOR TIPS 
JULY

Lubna Akbari
Kevin Corry

Edward Emery
Sharon Haroz
Dale Hatter

Nancy Johnson
Debbie Wharton

AUGUST
Darlyn Aguilan

Janet Anderson
Elida Bach

Joyce Barkon
Annie Choi

Claudia Grieshaber
Kathy Holish
Jennifer Hull

Jill Kalkofen-Jacobsen
Lois Robinson
Jackie Nelson
Sue Toomey

The Literacy Connection’s
Who’s Who 
Pop in and say hello to our staff, old and new.
We are always delighted to serve you!

Bridget Ranieri  is our Operations
Manager. She handles all the bookkeep-
ing and payroll, maintains office 
calendars, equipment and supplies, and 
also reviews grant submissions.

Hilda Schmidgall  is our Student Intake 
Coordinator. She tests our new students 
to assess their English level, and also 
helps at community events by talking to 
people about the tutoring experience.

Claudia Grieshaber  is our Data 
Manager. She keeps a database of all 
our tutors and students, tracks and 
reports volunteer hours and student 
achievements.

Debbie T aylor  is our Outreach/Resource 
& Workplace Coordinator. She promotes 
the organization at local events, recruits 
new tutors and finds companies that 
need ESL classes for their employees.

Anna Orozco  is our Program Coordinator. 
She carefully matches our ESL and basic 
reading students with tutors, and serves 
as their main contact throughout the year. 
She also tests students’ learning progress.

Shirley Appler is our Tutor Trainer. She 
sets up and conducts the monthly tutor 
orientation and training workshops. A 
teacher’s aide by trade, she has been a 
tutor since November 2007.

Karen Oswald  is our Executive Director. 
She oversees all staff and programs, 
writes grants, and works with the Board 
of Directors and other local groups to 
plan for and grow the organization.

"" HELP WANTED! ""SEEKING STUDENTSUCCESS STORIES
For our 25th anniversary, The 
Literacy Connection is looking for 
former students who would like to 
share their personal success stories.  
Please contact Debbie at 847-742-6565 to share stories.
"""""""""""""""""""""""



Board of Directors

Executive Committee
President:

Jeanne Rowe, Retired
Vice President:

Scott Warner, eFishent Computer Solutions
Secretary:

Jennifer Bueche, Gail Borden Public Library
Treasurer:

Trudy Zaja, Cook County Board of Review
Board Members

Kevin Corry, Retired
Deb Dempsey, Kane Cty. Reg. Ofc. of Education

Mi Hu, Elgin Community College
Richard W. Robinson, Robinson Legal Services

Trinidad Rodriguez, Retired
James Rossen, Retired

Sandra Switzer, Judson University
Carlos Trujillo, Highland Elementary School

Gary Vierck, City of Elgin
 

Staff

Executive Director 
Karen Oswald

Of" ce Staff
Bridget Ranieri, Operations Manager
Anna Orozco, Program Coordinator
Hilda Schmidgall, Student Assessor
Claudia Grieshaber, Data Manager

Debbie Taylor, Outreach & Resource Coordinator
Shirley Appler, Tutor Trainer

Mary Kearney, Instructor
Rose Geijer, Instructor
Laurie Cain, Instructor
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